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ly: zealous for the Lords Honour ; and fo with a good Confcience 


to the Knowledge andliving Obedience of the ome, true and living ~~ 
_and in all wholefome Service lrold ferth his Holy & Reverend Name. 


with one Heart, one Soul, one Mind and one Confent,-And in 


Beauty and Comlin 
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FOR TRUE. 


Hom the Lord hath ealled out of the World’s Ways 
_ and Manners, and chofen to himfelf, and found 
faithful according to the Proportion of Faith, and. 
Meafure of his Grace received, hew towalk, Oh! let ushold fam — 
that which we have received, . that none may take our Crowa: Of} 
letus keep to our firft Love, let us do. our firft Works, and be right- 


towards God, and inthe {weet Spirit of Peace, feeking goed one 
towardanother, as good Examples and wholefome Paterns in our 
Praétices.. Oh! let uskeep our good Order in the, Truth, and. 
Unity of the Spirit , even as we received of Chrift _ b. nergy 

Jefus in the:beginning that we fhould walk inthe Light, 1 fo | 
asheisinthe Light (fo fhall we have fellowship one with another). _ 
which Jighe is one inus all,&z the one only true & living Way, leading: 


God, that in his own living Spirit of Truth, we might Worfhip him, 
to. be Oncin us all, who are gathered into it, ferving the Lord 


the | of our Day, you that were then bora and brought 
forth in the Truth, the Harmony of our Urtity was oug 
cls, 


‘yea, our Strength and Comipleatnets fofar, 


as we had obtained then; ' and fe’tis now, blelled be the Eokd 
we with one Heart fay, who by his heavenly Power have been from: 
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.cut'felf to confound our wholefome Order and Praétices received 
amongft us,.as_aChurch andPeople. And through thiscontrary 


(4) 


the beginning kept upon his Everlafting Foundation of true Unity, 
| héldinhis Spirit, whichis the Bond of our Peace, tothis'very Day 


and Time, in which the Lord hath fuffered Blindnefs, in part, to 


+ happen tofome, through their own Neglect of Watchfulnefs, and 
declining their firft Love by the Enemy’s Subtilty prevailing, who 
¢ame out amongft us, and had a part in the Belief and Difcovery 
of the Way of Truth; but now, fome only have the Sheeps — 
~ _ dothing, and others haveloftthat too, who through a prejudiced 


Mind are alienated from that Unity of Spirit and Bond of Peace, in 


which we keep our wholefome Practices, which we have received in 

the Unity and Order of the Gofpel of Peace, and Truth of Chrift 
- Jefus, inthe fellowfhip of the Spirit, in Bowels of Mercy, being 
8 phil ee like-minded, and of ome accord, in whatfoever things 


are True, Juft, Honeft, and of good Report; not 
that we fhould think of them only, but be in the Practice of them, 


(as we are) and feel the God of Peace with us therein, who are © 


alee confirmed in the Teftimony of Chrift Jefus, the one 
1Cor.1.6. Guide; Way and Rule we are to walk after, where 
all {peak’one thing,that there be no Diffention among 


‘Ws, bit to be knit together in one Mind and-in one Judgment ; 
this: we have received of Chrift Jefus,.-our Lord, King and only 


Law-giver, that we might walk fo in flibjetion to his Rule and Go- 


_ vernment, that all things might be done Decently and in Order; 


for our God is the God of Order, in all the Churches of his Saints, 


and not the God of Confufion, bleffed be his Name; but to our — 


burden and grief, we find among fome, acontrary Spirit that. will 
not fubject to Unity in wholefome Practices amongft us, and that 


will needs interpofe to deftroy Unity in fome places, and obtrude — 


Spirit, and prejudiced Mind, the Accufer of the Brethren is bro- 
Ken out, under a {p ecious preteace 9 crying out, L ty of Ci onfcience, 


Liberty of Confcience, in oppofition to thofe needful, convenient and — 
_wholefome Praftices exercifed amongft us, in outward things,. to 


which we are called, as a People. that are diftinguifhed from the 
‘World’s dar Manners, in keeping. our Con- 
Offence 


vpid of Offqace 


Now... 


~ 
| 
| 
é 
| 
A 
+ 
8 
| 
| 
id 
| 
” | 
| 
» 
2 
| 
2 
a 
4 
| 
f 
| 
“> 
| 4 
| 
| 


> 
& 


3 ‘ 
© 


Now that-the Simple may not enfhared, nor the Weakup. 
ftable minded deceived, noe the Unwatchful at unawares overtaken, = 
-_-through'the crafty Infinuations of this accufing, oppofing, dividing 
Spirit, that is at. work inthisour day, to confound Order, again@ 

peaceable Government of Chrift, amongfthis People; theres . 
‘fore in Duty tothe Lord, and to clear my Confeience, forthe fake °° 


| of thofe before-mentioned, are thefefew Lines writs Wherefore ~ | 
| -in Humility of Soul,'as before the Lord, I befeech you, tender Ones, bes 
in ferioufnefs, and fear towards God, weigh the Matter: ThisDi- © 4 

-yiding, Accufing, Prejudicial Worker, would introduce a Belief, 4 

That an Apoftacy isentring, and we are gone fromthe Beginning, or a 

-firft Principle, and tbe Power lof, and naw Forms are fetting up, and a 


Impofition ox Confcsencesy andthe like: And among ft whomis allthis, 
fay they, but amongft us-who are in Unity of Spirit, bothin Faith 
.and Prattices, with fincere mind towards are preferved 
- in fubjection, peaceably in Unity, and wholefome comely Order 

that {peaks forth our God to be the God of Order; and ’tis amongtt- 
_thefe, andfuch that they imagine this Fearful Impofture, and Ar. 


Rule, impofing Prefcriptionsand Laws on the tender Con- 
fciences of the Weak, is now gottenupto Exercife, and fo the Li- 
berty of the tender Confcience is loft: And you fay, They are en- : 


7 ‘tangled with a yoke of Bondage again, who would ‘divide the | 
| ‘Heritage of Godat thisday. Pray Friends, let us in this confider = 


~ cwhether thefe in this'Blindnefs, which God hath fuffered through | 

atheie prejudiced Mind, ‘juftly to happen inthem, by whicharethey 
snoteputting Barknefs for Light and Light for Darknels, while 

they are ftriving in the ftifnefs of their Willstorule, placing their 

own Wills for Confcience, and would have aLiberty therein, which 
Chrift never fet free to any that are in a Perverfe,Gain-faying, Ope | 
fing: Willful Spirit, ‘voidof the Reafon of Truth, andthe Fellows. 
fhip thatisiait, and foareled by a Mif-guided Confcience, '‘forwe 
never underftood’ that Confcience to be rightly guided, that wag 
‘got renewed ‘and regulated by. the Light of Chrift Jefus, whichis | 


in all Confciences, andleads into the Samencfsof . ,. 

“Mind, not only in\ Faith, but alfo in found Judg- Cer, 

Practice (and fo the Teftimony of Chrift Jefus hath been 
 agonfirmed’in ws) the true Retifier and‘Guide of the Confcience 

Waid of Offence; but-now where Self-will'is put forgionicience, 
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* _Rtis-fenfibly felt to be a grofs Miftake. And fuch are (in Chriftian: 
' Charity) to be pitied and better informed, and indeed much Travel 
‘hath been for that, fo that the Mif-led in'a contrary Judgment 
hight be helped and reduced back into Unity and our peaceable 
| .. Wwhhip, in our wholefome Practices, in the outward Affairs of 
Truth; but that which adds to our Sorrow, that though they ftill’ 
ery, The tender Confciences, yet woful Experience demonftratesit — 
far. otherwife,. where Prejudice hath fo hardned, thatthere is not 
—* fo much foftnefs left forthe Reafon of Truth to take Impreffion, or 
- toreceive that which pertains to Love and good Works, which is- 
one end and produét of our Meetings, diftinétly and refpedtively 
- the Men Friends, who difcharge their places, to whom the Godly 
Womenalways givethe Pre-eminence, as Brethren;and Women 
Friends in their places, not feeking Rule over one another, but that 
«we may be Furtherers of one anothers Joy, and be each ethers 
_ €rown of rejoycing inthe Lord, meetsin the Fear of the Lord, as. 
inthe Light of Chrift Jefus in our Confciences, we reccived, fo to 
_ walk and do according to the Order of hisSpirit, in which Chrift is. 
Prefent in our fo meeting together ; and the faithful can feal to the 
-Teftimony of it, to the Glory of his Name forever... 
_ But wherein doth this great and heavy Impofition ontender Con-_ 
“{ciences confit? One thing is, fay fome, Womens Mestings are im- 
pofed: Why de.you compel any contrary te their Freedom? Ne; all: 
are left to the Meafure of Truthinthem, which is one and the fame 
inall Confciences ; but Informing, Inftra&ting and Exhorting,,. that 
every one be found inthe Unity of our Duty, according to our 
“Mea‘ure of the Light of Chrift Jefus, received to walk in it, as 
“Members of his Body to difcharge our Office, and Servants in 
Chrifts Family to do our Service, as the good Womenof old were | 
“Helpers ia the Work of the Gofpel, in fuch things as are proper 
“tous, as vifiting. and Relieving the Sick, the Poor more efpecial- 
and’ Deftitute. amongftus, that they. be helped, agalfo the Poor~ 
“Widdows, -and Fatherlefs Orphans, that the Diftreffed in all. 


ted, and-well brought up, in order. to a futare well-being in the 
Creation. Again, we being met together, the Elder Women to: 
‘inftrud the Younger to all whelefome things, Loving’ their owa: 
“Masbandsand Children, to be Difcreet,Chafte, Sober, weeping 


“things be rightlyanfwered, the Children at Nurfe be rightly educa-- 
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Home, that the Word of God we prefefsbe not Blafphemed, & 
with many other Matters asa Meeting whomthe 
‘Lard bleffeth with his Power andPrefence, to fuftain andbearusup 


apaintt all our Oppotess. 


Again, It ss Impofition (faith the Workers ot D.ffention) far 
to offer their Intentions tothe Confideration of the Womeng 
“Meeting. But pray confider, inthe Reafonof Truth, aMarriage 
hath an equal Concern in the Woman, as inthe Man; and’tisas 
yeafonable to confider the Women may have as near a Concernin 


that matter with the Woman, as the Menonthe other Part. And 
farther ‘tis faid, "71s Impofitien to go mere than once tothe Brethrens 


Meeting. But fay we, that are in our wholefome Praétices in thefe 
Matters, and our Confciences bear us witnefs in the fight of God, 


our Eye is to the Honour of his Truth thercin, therefore can- 


‘ot encourage or allow People we are concerned with, tohaften or 
run together in Marriage, without due Care and Weightinefs, — 
and that we are fatisfied they are clear in all things touching their 
Marriage, as they ought tobe, and for which end there ought to be 


a fpecial care over Young People, to whom the Aged had need to 
be Examples, both of Gravity and good Order, that Chrift’s Yoke 
be not caftoff by either, nor any falfe Liberty of the Flefh fet up, 
encouraged or foothed among us; wherefore when they have pro- 
pofed their Intentions to one Meeting, for them toconfider, ’tis 
but reafenable they have time to make Inquiry and Search into the 


the Matter, fo as they-may be fatisfied, that all things are {weet 
& faveury, that fo far aswe can, we may be approved of by allin fuch - 
publick Affairs, Yea, But you wil have [ach tocome the fecond time, 


whe arcknown to beclear. Yea, tis but reafonable that fuch fheuld 
manifeft their Patience and Subjection, .2s good Examples to others, 
in thefe Needful aad wholfome Praétices, that are of good Report. 
And therefore we wngh igh fuch in their willful Endeavours, 

of our Order in this matter, under pretence 


een , for it was no burden tecome once ; 
for that Meeting ia it felf being Good, Juft, Honcft, and of good 
Report, anfwering the Light of Chrift Jefus, which is one in all 


Contciences, as well in the Ignorant, Blind, Mif-guided and Er- 
ring becaufe they will not be informed, the Light .is the famethere 
to reprove andinform, as itis in the Coafcience ruled and guided by 
the Light: Therefore pray confider how that can co 


burden. 
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burden, (viz.) the Meeting, asbefore-men. 
formed, though ir may be weak, but rathercontradicts the Self-wilk 
that brings Bondage, and blinds the Confciences: And are notfich 
gather by their oppofing Will. juftly under the Reproof of the = | 
«Church, and that Endeavours may be, thatthe of 


~_. fach be opened, and brought toa better Information in their Con- ae 
feiences? For from the beginning we believe God's Witnefsin all 
~ Confciences is one, and its Reproofs of one Nature and Tendanc 
and its Inftru€tions tending to one and the fame end, and leads all, 
: as they are guided by it, into one Way which allows of no falfe 
-. °° Liberty. Yea, but you are gone fromthe Beginning; for youhad 
 ' pot this Way in the Beginning, fay the Oppofers. Pray confider, 
| above tweny fix Years ago, in the South Parts we were avery | 
i little handful of People, gathered into the Belief of the Light of 
ia Chrift Jefus; fo asit is that very Principle of Lifeinus, thatwe — 
ttrough Obedience to it might come toknew God, as itis Eternal 
tok him, and rightly to.worfhip him in hisSpirit, andte. = 4 
i beled by him into all Truth, and in Teftimony of his own Spirit, | 
amt thefe our Pra@tices, whieh fince the Lord hathcalled usto, as.we 
Ble are aPeople called and gathered by the Lord. Pray Confider, I 
-. {peak the Truth of my Knowledge, and my Conlcience beareth me 
He witaefs in what I have or fhall fay in this Matter, according to my 
final Portion and Meafure,in the Unity of the Grace received( I give 
|. ~ Godthe Glory, in Humility of Soul before him, for my Prefervati- : 
Z en to this Day) for pray confider, through the {mallnefs of Number, 
inthe begianing, we were not fo carable as now -fof Order in out- 
Ward Affairs, nor was there then fuchoccafion as now, but then: 
ae the Grace of Ged grew amongft: us, and the mighty Arm of his. 
Power was manifefted, by which many were gathered to. believe in 
the Light of Jefus Chrift, it being that, andno other Name given 
onder Heaven, by which men mutt be, faved... Now in our little 
tncafure of Faith, inthis One Way, One Name, One. Truth, we. 
were as ina threcfold Cord of God’s Love, joyned tegether, and. 
as. we encreafed in-Number, then occafion-besun of Services, of 
-feveral kinds, which we-were:called the Truth to confer of, 
which are notf preper, here tomention, but. thisone of Marriage, 
Belore-we.were ot.could be gathered into the OrderofMen& Woe, | 
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ofLight, be kept Conformable to the Truth, that by the Big 


oppoking-willfor a tender Confcience: Ido aot fay, 
but whether they doef ao,,1 pray Ged open their Ende 
fabdoe that pexvesfe wilful Spirit and.crofs Self 


* 


Mecting:: Upon the weight of the metter, ancecfity,didiag. 


pear, that Friendsinthe Usity.of. the Spirit.and Wifdem, ef G 


mgt 
> 


initto the World ; - The moft convenient Method then feen, for. 
~Fruth’s fake, was, that Perfons declared. their Intentions. in our, 
publick Meeting ; after Friends were fati:fied in their Marrying, 


they took each other in the publick Nicetiog « But after our Mee- 
tings grew more Numerous, and alfo di 


a. Neceffity in Truth sequired a farther Method, for, a more. 


| particular and ftrift Care in this cafe : In all which we-are not 
from the Light and:Power of God, and firft Principle; butin — 


thefe and other things we have been in our geod Order and-Pra- 


tices, and: {weet Fellowfhip managed by it ; andIhepethetender. 


in Confcience will confider, that are impartially. Minded, that ’tis. 
no Impofition to inform. and perfwade the Ignorant, and;Willful to. 


fubje& inthis or any: other matter, that is Honef, Jug, Savoury 


and of.good Report, and lawful to conferm to, in the Unity of 
Love to practife, being no other but what is confonaat to the Con- 
fcience, fwayed and regulated by the Light of Jefus. Chrift, ‘in. 


which is thetrue Liberty of the Confeience,whether weak or ftrong: 


For dhopeall will conclude, that if the weak, in their little. mear. 


they cannot be led in their little meafure to. oppofe the flrongin their . 


greater meafure, and may fee further, that’tis‘not reafonable in 
Truths, for the Light cannet contradi€t it the fame: 
the firong as in the weak, But ‘tis greatly.tobe lamented at this 


J 


day,, thattoany that have known the Lord, and at any time fellow- 


fhip:ameng. his. People, the Crofs of Chrift fhould become fe, in- . 
effeftual, that fuch Blindnefs is happened, that she 


“works invoppefition.te a. 


fhould confider of a Way wherein. this matter might be Baty : 
among our felves, in wholefome Savoury Order, .as the Heth 
might in no wife be Scandalized, butthe Te&imony of Truth borm, 


orderly Spirits began 
to get up, which were not fubjeé&t to the Truth, -fuch. | 
would intsude in to.our Meetings, to take each other; fo then, 


= 
k 
= 
; 
i 
v¥ 
} 
ag 
4 
4 
4 
| 
a | N 
. \ 
NS 
Ne! 
‘Good and. Peaceable Subjection: 
aad Ghusch of Surely) 


~ 


r} 


a 


Whatfoever things are honeft, whatfocver things are juft, whatfoever 
things are pure, whatfoever things pertain to Love, whatfoever things 
are of good report, Phil.4.8. in which the-God of Peace is with 


(10) 


.thefe, though they may cry, Liberty of Con/eience, and pretendfor 
tender Conftiences too, yet they are not fit Subj: &s for. that’ Li- | 
berty that Chrift redeemsto, and fetsfree in, toferve him with-a_ 
“Conleience purged from Dead Works; nay, they that. fet them- 
in their wilful prejudiced Oppofition, againft our Peace- 


able praétifing in the Church of God; What/oever things are-true, 


_Usnow; that which is eppofing our Unity therein, would affright 


and deceive the unftable Sou!, drawing from our Chriffian Unity, — 


the fimple Ones with amazing expreffions of Impofition, cc. on 
weak Confciences, and going from the Spirit of. Life and Power ine 


tothe Form; but bleffed be the Lord that we have kept our:-Ha- 


bitationin the Power, and held our Unity in that Spirie that gives 
us Life,: thereby to live to God, and not to our felves , to ferve 


him inthat Form of Godlinef:, which the Power hath breught forth 
amongft us, to live inthe Unity of, and inhis Spirit, the Founda- 
tion of our Prefervation,in Peace and Confolation to this very day; 


and the Faith of fuch remains firm in God’s everlafting Power, 
even as we received in the beginning of the breaking forth of the 


Day of the Lord, in which his ancient Arm and excellent Everlaft. — 


ing Name was revealed, which is above every Name, ioto which 
a‘ Number was gathered to believe and meet in, and the Lord was 
there, and isto this very day in the midft of them, as Thoufands, 
and ten Thoufanc's can {peak tothe Teftimony of it; Oh, Glory, 


Obedience, and everlafting Dominion be alcribed to his honou- 
rable and everlafting Name over all forever, For the Kingdom of | 


laid, fhall prevail tk | 1s 0 
thick Darknefs, that have rifen out of a milguided underftanding, 
through a Prejudiced mind, even to enfhare the weak and fimple, 


our God and his Sauritt on whofe Shoulders the Government is 
3 


which is purely held in the Spirit. : 


- And fo, inafmuch as the Envious Worker is fuffered to proceed, - 
that would even raze out the Foundation of Chrift’s Kingdom and _ 
Government, under which his Subjects do only own their Chriftian . 
Freedom and true Liberty of Confcience'; and whatfoever may 
e be infinuated to thecentrary, by the Enemy of our Souls Well-fare | 


if 


h all Clouds of oppofition, and Mifts ef 
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inthe ‘and the Peace in the whie 
God may fuffer, it;is for the Tryal of our Patience,and Manifefta-: 
tion and Confirmation of our Faith and Love one te another, afd 


that it is in the Election in Chrift Jefus which cannot be deceived, a 
whereby we are ftrong in the Lord, and in the Power of his might og 


ig our confidence, that all fhall work together for good to the 


Called, Chofen and Faithful, according to his purpofe in Chrift,, 
and effectual werking of his Grace : ; And that the Lord in his 


Power and due time, will arife to clear the Innoeency of his Peo-— 


ple, and Confound and lay Wafte all that which works in Oppofi-) 
tion to the Profperity and Unity of his Truth, and peaceable Go- 
vernment of Chrift in his Church, wale is formed j in: ‘the Power a 
of God. 


So all Gliry we aferibe te rhe one pure Power, in which we ebelicved 3 in 
beginning, as the Foundation of 
sat never have end, 


Anne Whitehead. 


“A true Information of our bleffed Womens Meeting 
(For we are bleffed, and the Lord hath bleffed 
us, prailed be that Everlatting Arm of f Power, » 


that gathered us in the beginning to be a Mee. og 
betwixt 3 or 4 and twenty Years 


Hus it was, afcer the Word of eternal Life and Salvation and ae 

Light of Chrift Jefus in the Confcience, had been Preachiedie 
this City, for fome time many there were that. received theRe- 
port, . and was Convince of it; many Poor as well as Rich;_ ef 


and ‘Weaknels ame Spon Poor Ones, 
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Diftreffed and troubled in mind, whenthe Judgments ofthe 
Lerd-were upon them; and they would. oftentimes defire the - 
the Lerd to come unto them, fuch that had.a Werd.in 
fonto fpeakto them: And our dear Friend George Fox, that man 
i . Of God, for fo he is, the Lord has made him a Blefing in his 
eae sie te many, praifed be the Lord forever, he was many times 
fentforto many that were Sick and Weakin this.City, and when 
i) ‘he came to behold their want of things needful for them, fome | 
Clothes tocover them, or Foodtoeat, or any one to look 
to them in their Diftreffesand Wants: The confderation of it was si 
weighty uponhim, and he was moved of the Lord to acvife to a 
Womans Meeting; aadin ordés thereunto, he fent for fuch Women 
ashe knew in this City; of which there are many living to thisday, 
that can teftifie tothe fame, whokeep the Meeting in the Faithof — 
.that Power that gathered us together; Bleffed be the Lord for- 
ever. who makes willing, and gives ftrength to anfwerhis Requi- — 
rings in all things. And when dear G. Fox declared untous what 
the Lord had made known unto him by his Power, That there | 
 fhould be a Womans Meeting, that fo all the Sick, the Weak, the © 
Widdows and the Fatherlefs, fhould be minded and looked after in 
their Diftreifes, that fe there fhould be ne Want amengft the Lords 
People, but that all Diftreffed ones fhould be minded and looked 
after: Ican truly fay, we had ananfwer of Ged in our Hearts to 
his Teftimony, and my Soul was refrefhed at that time, and my 
Heart tendred, with many more of my Sifters, in the fenfible feel- 
ing of that everlafting Life and Power of the Lord, andhis Univers 
fal‘Love that had moved inhis dear Servant, toca uste this Werk; 
and we joyned with him in the Power of Godin it: and fo we ap- 
pointed a Meeting, and-after we had met for fome time, we confi- 
_ dered which way we fhould anfwer the Neceffities; andit arofe in ot 
the Hearts of fome Friends, That we fhonld have a convenigncy, 
«that foal theF aithful might offer asuntetheLord,not knowing what one 
another offers, that fo fram him they might their Reward; and 
it was concluded upon accordingly by the Meeting. And these 
|. werefound among usfome that were unworthy, that we could not 
|| <74pelieve ati that which was provided for the Faithful ;aud yet they 
|| -weréfuch that frequented our publick‘ Meetings, and looked unto 
| asferCharity; and wecould aot {end them emptyaway; Se We 
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havea Werdin my Heart tofay unto you all Back-fliders, 
& fuch as countenance them fecretly) of this eur 
heavenly Order of Men and Womens Meetiags, which the Lord by — 
his Power has fet up,and hath given Wifdom according to trueKnow- 
ledge, a&tinthe Church of Chrift: you that have defpifed Dig- 
nities, ‘and {peak Evil of the Servants of the Lord, fuch that faith: 
fully have laboured amongft us from the beginning, which the © 
- Lerd hath found werthy of double Honour, giving tome of them 
odd: Names; Alas poor People}. what will become of you, except. 
Repent ? Confider and fee, whether fome of yeu could'tiot 


“once have: plucked eut your Eyés to have done themgood? Oh 
-what is the matter now! Has not the Serpent deceived you, and 


-egnfidered; apdtiad a’ Weekly Gathering for them, that it mighthe 
fulfilled; as iit -iswwritten, “De unte. alls bat efpecially tothe 
Faith. Andafterfome time of our mecting together, 
their two of the Brethrenfrom the Mens Meeting tous,whém 
we were met together, expreffing their Unity with us, andalfe 
did.declare the mind of the Meeting, (viz.) Thatthey would 
be ready tobelp usin anything we fhoulddefire of them for 
-y-Trath’s Service: And fo in fome time it was agreed upon, inthe 
| nity of the Truth, that the Men Friends fhould pay the Poor — : 
Friends Rents, and find them Coles, (fuch aswe Relieve;that were” 
faithful) and put out fuch poor Friends Children, as we fheuld ofr ‘4 
te them; And this has been done almoft from the beginning of ‘our 4 
| Meeting to this Day; befides many other Serviees that fall in by 
the way, that cannot be omitted by us: And thus the Work of 
: the Lord has been carried onand profpered by the Arm of hisever- 2 
fafting Power, AZagnified be his Mame forever, whe has 

worthy, and made us wiling te anfwer whatfoever he requireth of “ns, 
e according to the meafure received of him. And this I do declare, - 
that it was the fame everlafting quickning Power that firft vifited us 
| by the Spiric of Judgment and of Burning, and wrought ia our 4 
inward parts mightily, even asthe little Leaven in the three Mea® 6 | 
 fures of Meal, to purifie and tocleanfe, to purge out and put under 
: all that was contrary to the Lord, and to make us Habitations fit to 4 
| do his Will, that gathered us and made us a Meeting, and the fame 4 
hasbeen withus te this very day, bleffed and magnified behisName 

| 


_ made you té eat of the forbidden Fruit, and letin the Spirit of Eh-* 
that fows Diffention,..and makes Divifion inthe Heritage of 
God; Ldofay, the Lord’s Controverfie is with you, and your 
End will be Miferable, except youcome to Repentance’; whieh my 
§oul hath often defired for you : For I do well know‘, and the 

Lord hath fealed it upon my Heart, ‘That that Spirit which hath op- 
pofed the bleffed Unity and Order of ‘Truth, in thefe our Men: and 
“Womans Meetings, fhall never profper, nor they who are in it, 
inwardly to God, without Repentance; although outwardly they. 
never fo great 2 fhew with high Words and Notions. 
But faith the-oppofing Spirit, We are not againB your Adectings ix 
| London; but we have wo [uch need sn the Conntries. Dovubdtlefs 
Chrift’s Churches in the Countries are one and the fame as inthe 
‘Cities, .of which he is Head of his*Churches there as in London; 
and-furely his Members have the fame Office and Service in kind 
and quality, although it may be not fo much in quantity, whichis 
reafonable for the Impartial minded te-confider. . 
_.. And now, my Dear Friends and Sifters,:in the bleffed Truth of - 
‘out God, youthat have kept this our Meeting for many Years, and 
-fome of you from the firft Day the Lerd gathered us together, and 
made usa Meeting, 1 do believe that you. with me cam truly fay, 


That we have felt the drawings of: the Father’s Love fremtimeto time aC 
thisoun Meeting, and his Bleffing is amongf us; Infomuch as we, * 
dared not to fuffer any:of our ownOceaftons to hinder usfrom this 


eur Service, to which the Lord hath called us, but many temes have 
 preffed through the croud of much Bufinefs; and many things that — 

would have hindred, but we dared‘not to give way but in 

faithfulnefs. anfwer the Lord’s Requirings: The Lord hath been 

withusefa truth from time to-time, his Living Powerful Prefehce 
has been truly witnefled: amonsft us, tothe refrefhing-of our im- 

mortal Souls ;. which is a true Confirmation tous, that:the Lord 
owns in-this our’ Service... And I cantruly fay, I had true 

- Breathinge to the Lord in the behalf of our younger Womén,as they 
eome-to-be fettled in the World amengft us, thattheymaybe af- «|= 
» with the Work and-Service: of our Meeting as: truly as we 
hawebeen, and are to this day, and that they may bé Heirs of the 

Grace.of God withus. And this? cantruly fay,l have felt the zeal of 
Lord toarife ia my Heart, fometimesin:a Meeting, and fome- 
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times upon my Bed againft this wicked Spirit, that hachfeught to 
lay wafte and bring to: fought our blefled Meeting andheavenly 
_  Societyand Order, which hath been fetupamongftus; andatruc 
fence hath becn upon me of our dear Friends up and downthe Nae ~ 
tion, of their great Tryal and Exercife that hath beenupon them, =~ 
becaufe of this wicked dividing Spirit, and efpecially in my Native = 
Country (viz.) Weltfhire:eAnd this was the firt moving caufein 
the Power of Godin my Heart, to caft in my Mite as my Tefti- oo 
mony tothat everlafting Univerfal blefled Power, which theLord 
hath made me a living Witnefs of, according to my meafure: And a 
this Icanfay, the more Oppofitien we have had againft our Wo- 
| mens Meeting, the more we have increafed in the Power of the 
» Lord, and he hath bleffed our Endeavours and Services ; and there-— 
_ fore Friends , be not difcouraged, but go on in the Work 
and Service of the Lord in-his Power, to his Glory , | who 
hath konoured his Daughters of Abrabamand Sion, in his heavenly — 
‘Work ; and therefore we cannot but ferve the Lord inour Gene- 
ration, and be Valiant for his Truth upon Earth, and our defires 
are, that all our fellow Sifters in the Lords Truth may do the © 
& fame every where throughout the whole Earth, where the Lord 
hath gatherd them, fothac all may live te the Praife and Glory ef 
God, Amen. | | 


Ka, 


And though we are Abfent in the Body, yet Prefent in Spirst with al 
the Fasthful, with the.Spirit joying and bebolding your fpiritual 
Order in the Spirit, and ftedfaftne/s of your Faith in Chriff Fe/us, 
the fecond Adam, the Lord from Heaven, in whom onr Peaceand 


Refi ss. | 
Elfon. 


THE END. 
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and others, whom itmay concern inthis prefent 


“FRIENDS, 
YB, having a Weight on our Spirits, and godly Care on our Minds, and a holy Jealoufy, in Refpect: 

| to the Honour and Profperity of the bleffed Truth, you and we walk under the Profeffion of, finda 
Neceffity thus to remind you, and to ftir up one another to our Exercife, in the Light of Chri/t ‘Jesus, which 
firft convinced us of Sin and Evil, fhewing us, that to be the Way and the Truth, that leads out of all De- 
filements, both of Flefh and Spirit, into the Life of Holinefs and Righteoufnefs, in the whole Courfe of our: 
—Converfation; fo that to the World, and all that are without, our Lives may fpeak, that the Grace, that hath 
appeared to all, we have received; for, by the effectual Work of it, we deny all Ungodlinefs and worldly: 
Lufts, The Luft of the Eye, the Luft of the kle/b, and the Pride of Life, which are of theievil One ; and, 
by this, that firft convinced us, this Principle of Light and Spirit of Grace, we are led to live godly, joberly, 


and righteoufiy, in this evil World, in which the-Temptations are. 


Now, Friends, we,looking back to the Purity we beheld in the firft breaking forth of the | Light of Chr¥ft— 


among us, it is not lefs beautiful in itfelf, but more to us thtough the clearer Shinings of it, in the Myftery ofthe 


—— Crofs of Chrif? Fefits, which is Foolifhnets to the World; but, to us that believe in it, the Power of God for Sal- 


vation, cut of the Pollutions of the World, that enter through the lufting Eye, or Flefh, or Pride of Life, 
which our fervent Breathings are toGod, that we may be preferved from turning back into again, looking to our 
firftSteps in Truth’s Way. Oh! the Strength we were one to another through our Unity ; each watching for the — 
other’s Good, as well as our own, fearing to draw one another from the Stay of our Minds, did not forget the 
Bridle to the Tongue, through unprofitable talking, whifpering, or evil fpeaking one of another behind the 
Back ; but, if any Thing did lie upon one, to inform, exhort, and reprove one another, that we didin an holy 
awe, as became them that walked in the Light, to the Particular’s Face concerned. | fe oar 
Moreover, confider the Comlinefs of that Plainnefs, that.at the firft the: Truth led us to, by which we 
were diftinguifhed from other Profeffors and People of the World, who, if we were then reproached for it, 
it was for Truth’s Sake, which the upright minded to God valued above all the vain Glory of the World; 
and with fuch do you confider, that wear the gay Cloathing, which fpeaks not the Weight and Gravity of 
Truth, the coftly Array, and fo much Conform to the Fafhions of the World, yet walk under the Profeffion 
of Truth with us, in the Fear and Love of God; we befecch you, as Children, retire tothe Light of Chri 
in you, and there feel our Burden for you, and the Reproach and Difhonour’ of the precious Truth by you, 
whilft the World faith, The Quakers are now like us, they want only Lace and Ribbands. Our End is not 
to upbraid any ; but to remind you how our religious Profeffion is upbraided ; for with the Light you will — 


fee there may be, and is, Superfluity in Habit, although no Lace and Ribbands:; neither_we 11d we have you. _.i. 


provoked, but to the Love of the Light of Chri? in you; becaufe they that love the Light bring their 
Deeds to be manifefied by the Light, and receive the Reproofs and Inftructions of it, for they are the Way 
to Life. Now this we do injoyn upon you, and are feeking for you, even that the holy Principle of Truth 
may takePlace in you, foas to feafon you in all good Manners of Life and Converfation, as thofe that pro 
fefs Godlinefs. | 
Remember what the Apoftle faith in 1 Tim. Let the Women adorn them/elves in modeft Apparel, and with 
Sobriety, and not with brotdered Hair, Gold, or coftly Array. And, in Peter, read, how the godly Wo- 
mens Adorning was to be inward, wot m putting on Apparel, 5c. Now having known a Mortification, 
— through the Crofs of Chriff, and, in this, as well as other Things, denied ourfelves, and put off thefe Things 


we had Liberty in before we profeffed the Truth, to fuch it is now ftrange to fee what fome put on, fo much | 


more coftly, and far exceeding whatever they wore, before they came to profefs the Truth; and, indeed, un- 
{uitable to Truth’s Gravity and Chriftian Society; as if that, which crucifies to the World, and leads to 
Self-Denial, were forgotten. The Lord help to ftop thefe Things that hinder the Work of God, and ftop 
that holy Progrefs inthe Life of Truth. 
Furthermore, we cannot but remind here among us young People, that have little in the World, yet deck 
themfelves as -if they had great Matters, and thereby draw out the Mind, one after another, into high Exe 
pectations: In this Circumftance there is often a Fallacy and Deceit, and the End of it proves of a bad Effed, 
by Difappointment; but, at beft, this befpeaks not the Modefty, Sincerity, or Weight of Truth. Now, - 


made void, and our holy Profeffion may not be {candalized by Things unbecoming Truth and us, in which a 
“* falfe Liberty is creeping up, to the Hurt and Hindrance of Truth’s Profperity ; but, in the Light, all is 
_. difcerned, and Strength miniftred to withftand: therefore our Teftimony is to elder and younger, that in all 
\ Things we all may keep the Touch-Stone, and Guidance of the holy Principle that firft convinced us. And 


yy you in the Truth, as the elder Women that are inour Duty, which is, to teach the younger i all good Thing si, 


and thofe that are Mothers of Children, in all holy Circumfpection to watch over them, that the Vanity of the, 


will not be fubjeé in their Places, in thofe Things that are wholiome, honeft, and juft, but take Liberty as 
they will, being ftubborn and perverfe, not anfwering the bleffed Principle of Truth, fo becoming a Stumbling 
to them without, an ill Example to our Children and Families within, a fore Diforder, and grievous Burden, 
that many bear by them; but, fuch Servants we exhort to fear the Lord, and take heed how they perfift in 
going contrary to the holy Truth they profels; but turn into the Meafure of God’s Spirit of Grace, and, or 


sath pray Friends, bear with us; for it isthe Truth of God, which is moft precious, both in Faith and Life, which 
‘© Gs our Concern herein, and that the Crofs of Chrift, in which the Sum of Chrifianity conGfts, may,not te —p 


Mind may not be incouraged, but curbed and kept down, And thofe Servants that profefs the Truth, which > 


\>) you, the younger Friends, be not as thofe that are grown beyond Reproof, but efteem of them that are before .__ 


.» and alfo to reprove and admonifh concerning evil Things, that the elder and younger may walk in Truth in Sem 
“Things harmlefs and blamelefs. Let us all mind that which kecps us in Humility, Fear, and godly Sincerity 5 
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